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AGREE activities and curriculum are: 

 

We are located inside the Arizona Heritage Center 
at Papago Park. Office visitation by appointment 
only.

1300 N College Ave, Tempe, Az 85281
Phone: 602-734-5577
Email: info@AZGoldenRule.org
Web: www.azGoldenRule.org

1.SL.1-5.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative conversations and discussions, 
grades 1-5 topics, building on each other’s ideas, 
asking questions and expressing opinions clearly.

AGREE aims to provide agreed upon rules of 
engagement that lead to Civil Discussion by 
utilizing the Golden Rule to guide interactions.

“We are all one world. 
Every boy and girl can 

give. We all play a part.” 

Civil Discussion 
Navigating with the Golden Rule Compass

Who we are:

Contact us:

Arizona Golden Rule Educational Experiences
(c) AGREE, 2020

Compass Critter Artist: Camylle Palmer

Arizona State Standards

What is Civil Discussion?

The ability to disagree on a given subject without 
insulting each other personally. Being able 
to give our ideas and opinion a voice 
within certain guidelines and parameters.

What Civil Discussion is not:

Loud voices
Talking over people
Insults or personal jabs
Changing the topic or ignoring
Forcing others to speak

What is the Goal of Civil Discussion?

To come to an agreement and/or understanding 
as a group, considering each person’s unique 
perspective peacefully.

-"We are all One World" From AGREE's 
Stars Shine Brightly Album



AGREE Compass Critters

AGREE Compass Critters have learned 
important lessons about how we discuss 
with each other! They can help us Navigate 
by using the 4 AGREE compass points: 
Kindness, Empathy, Respect and Civility.

Kindness Turtle

Respect Mouse

Civility Duck 

Civil Discussion is an important skill
to practice within any group, at
home, school, with friends, at work or
in society. Through constant practice,
you will improve in your ability to
listen to others, think before you
speak and examine different sides of
any topic!

KindnessTurtle reminds us to, 
"Keep your faces pleasant, use kind 
words, maintain a calm tone of voice, 
and relaxed body language."

Empathy Coyote
Empathy Coyote says, "When 
emotions arise, take the time to 
listen and really understand how 
someone else may feel." 

Respect Mouse shares, "Everyone 
has important ways to contribute and 
so to pay attention and ask respectful
questions."

Civil Duck knows that, "Helping 
others find answers is an important 
part of being civil and teaches us to 
find ways to actively participate."

5 Steps to Civil Discussion  

Step 1: Opening
Welcome everyone and as Empathy Coyote
suggests, take a moment for each 
participant to share one word about 
how they are feeling today.
 Step 2: Roles and Responsibilities 

Decide who will be the Discussion Leader and Note
Taker.  As a group, decide on the length of the
discussion and assign someone to watch the time. 
 Step 3: Choose Topic 
As a group, think of topics you could discuss and
write them on pieces of paper. The Discussion Leader
chooses a topic randomly, states the topic and begins.

Step 4: Civil Discussion

Step 5: Closing Remarks
To close, the Note Taker may review thoughts that 
were shared, Discussion Leader and group members 
may add any closing remarks and end the discussion. 
 Kindness Turtle’s Participation ABC's:

to discussion by agreeingto discussion by agreeingto discussion by agreeing
or respectfully disagreeing.or respectfully disagreeing.or respectfully disagreeing.

and Take time to thinkand Take time to thinkand Take time to think
before sharing.before sharing.before sharing.

on what is being said, noton what is being said, noton what is being said, not
what you are going towhat you are going towhat you are going to
say.say.say.   

Civil Discussion Time Limit:
Every discussion will be different. AGREE
recommends keeping discussions anywhere between
10 minutes to an hour, depending on the the topic
and age range of participants.

If the group needs more time to
discuss, set a date and time to
reconvene. Encourage individuals
to educate themselves on the topic
before the next Civil Discussion.

Tips for Discussion Leader 

Civility Duck recommends 
the following Leadership 
Guidelines: 

Keep track of the time.
Make sure everyone is heard.
Use an encouraging. tone of voice
If things get heated, ask everyone to take 

Make sure participants follow guidelines.
Give praise and positive FEEDBACK for
GROUP efforts.

a moment to think about how they can be
more civil.

Note Taker:
As you take notes, write down short phrases from
things that are shared by each member of the group.
It is also helpful for the Note Taker to occasionally
restate things that have been shared throughout the
discussion. This is a great way to 
help everyone feel heard and reflect on how
participants in the group think and feel. 

respect Mouse asks us to Limit the time, thinking
about all persons involved, some attention spans
may be shorter than others.

Discussion Leader might comment first and guide
group throughout the discussion. As participants
share their thoughts and opinions on the topic,
encourage civil comments and only one speaker at a
time.

“TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU WANT TO BE TREATED” Helps create a civil atmosphere in your classroom

Empathy Coyote invites us to share one
word about how we are  feeling before

the discussion begins.

Add

Be Patient

Concentrate


